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Tragedy, Growth and Opportunity: The Walquist Family’s Journey 
 
CEDARVILLE, OHIO -- After tragedy, heartbreak and a long journey thereafter, a new Cedarville 
University staff member is finding healing — and a home — in the Cedarville community. 
  
Gerry Walquist, administrative assistant to Cedarville’s human resources (HR) department, recently 
shared the story of how she lost her husband, Brett, in a Cedarville Stories Podcast interview. Her 
episode details her family’s December 2013 vacation to Puerto Rico, during which an intruder broke into 
their rental home and stabbed Brett. 
  
After her husband’s death, Walquist and her children, Rachel and Thomas, began the painful process of 
healing. The trial following Brett’s attack spanned five months, requiring Walquist to travel back to 
Puerto Rico, interact heavily with legal professionals and immediately face her loss — and the 
perpetrator of her husband’s death. 
  
Near the end of the trial, Walquist was able to speak directly to the man who took her husband’s life. 
They looked each other in the eye and she spoke from her heart. Walquist could see her words had an 
impact on the person who would be sentenced to a life prison term. 
  
A couple of years later, Walquist started writing a letter to the inmate, communicating how she had 
forgiven him. The letter was never read, however, because he died in prison prior to the letter arriving in 
the Puerto Rico prison. 
  
“My world was turned completely upside down,” she shared. “I depended so heavily on friends and 
family during those next steps. I cried out to God, and I was strengthened by the prayers of others in my 
life. We had meals delivered to us for that entire five-month span, too.” 
  
After the trial, Walquist began considering how she would provide for her children. Prior to Brett’s 
death, she had served as a substitute teacher throughout Legacy Christian Academy (LCA) in Xenia, Ohio, 
but the demands of the trial required her to step away from that position. 
  
Even so, Walquist accepted a position months later as LCA’s pre-kindergarten teacher, where she would 
serve until February 26, 2021. 
  
“The school has been so good to our family,” Walquist said “They gave me time off throughout the trial, 
and they really pursued me for the pre-k position once I was ready.” 
  
Walquist’s work schedule as a teacher allowed her to spend evenings, holiday breaks and summers with 
her children. In fact, though she submitted an application to Cedarville University in 2018, she chose to 
defer employment at the university until 2021 to be available for her children throughout their high 
school years. When Rachel graduated from LCA in 2018, she excitedly awaited enrolling at Cedarville. It 
was the only school she’d considered. 
  
“Rachel had her eyes and heart set on Cedarville. She wanted a Christian school close to home, and she 
was so certain on Cedarville that she wouldn’t even go on other tours,” Gerry explained. 
  
With Thomas nearing the end of his high school years, Gerry began considering employment 
opportunities at Cedarville once more. 
  
“When I’d applied three years ago to Cedarville, it wasn’t the right time for my family. My kids still 
wanted me at home when they were,” she explained. “But this time around, God opened doors so 
clearly. I applied in January, and I began March 1.” 
  
“I love my job as an administrative assistant because I love to serve others,” Walquist added. “I get to 
serve all of the employees, faculty and staff, and I’m also able to serve this wonderful, kind team that I 
work for in HR.” 
  
As this academic year comes to a close, Walquist is looking forward to her son Thomas’ upcoming 
enrollment at the university and how their family will be united together through Cedarville. 
  
“Having my family all in one place again next year will be such a blessing,” Rachel, a junior nursing 
major, shared. “It’s so nice to have my mom close, and I am thrilled Thomas will finally be here next year 
too.” 
  
As she reflects on her family’s journey of healing and moving forward, Gerry Walquist is overwhelmed 
by how the Lord has moved in her life and heart to bring goodness out of tragedy. 
  
“I’ve never had such a close relationship with the Lord,” she said. “I truly believe that in the last five 
years, he’s opened my eyes to him in a way I’ve never known before. And Rachel has had huge growth 
over the last few years as well. He’s changed us to completely trust him — changed our hearts for him. 
That’s the best thing.” 
  
Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist institution 
with an enrollment of 4,550 undergraduate, graduate, and online students in more than 150 areas of 
study. Founded in 1887, Cedarville is one of the largest private universities in Ohio, recognized nationally 
for its authentic Christian community, rigorous academic programs, strong graduation, and retention 
rates, accredited professional and health science offerings, and high student engagement ranking. For 
more information about the University, visit www.cedarville.edu.  
  
Written by Heidie Raine 
 
